Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners

PROCLAMATION

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month, known as “Mes de la Herencia Hispana,”
is celebrated nationwide from September 15th through October 15th each year.

WHEREAS, The obsetrvation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week and was expanded
by President Ronald Reagan in 1988, to cover the month at which it is celebrated today;

WHEREAS, September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of independence for
Latino American countties Costa Rica, El Salvadot, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua and Mexico
and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16 and 18, respectively;

WHEREAS, The Kalamazoo County Board of Commissionets wishes to honor and celebrate
“Mes de la Herencia Hispana”, with the greater community to highlight the rich heritage, arts,
histories, food, music and traditions of all 30+ Latino-Ametican nations. While recognizing that these
nations are not monogamous and this month celebrates, honors and pays tribute to all for their
contributions to our County and our society;

WHEREAS, Latinos are individuals that are descendants from Latino American countties and
may speak a vatiety of different languages; Hispanics are individuals that speak Spanish and are
descendarits from Spanish speaking countries, including Spain; Latinx is a gender neutral or non-
binaty term for people of Latino Ametican descent, and we recognize the Latinx identity also
encompasses people in Black/Aftican, Asian, Indigenous, and Queer communities;

WHEREAS, Recognizing that Hispanics amount to an estimated 14,625 County residents,
totaling 5.6% of the Kalamazoo County population of which 2,544 households (1.96%) of those
County residents speak Spanish at home as their primary language. Understanding that Hispanics ate
extremely entrepreneutial and play a vital role in our economy and workforce with 50+ Hispanic-
owned businesses in Kalamazoo County;

WHEREAS, The Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners recognizes the significant
contributions of all Hispanic County employees, community organizations and businesses, and
numerous gtasstoots leaders and outreach groups that help increase cultural awareness,
education, enrichment and community engagement with County residents. It is through their
support and community involvement that Kalamazoo County has continued to become mote
culturally diverse and a Welcoming county for everyone; and

WHEREAS, The Kalamazoo County Boatd of Commissioners is committed to recognizing
Hispanic/Latino and Latinx culture and heritage as an important part of the Kalamazoo County and
its strong, inclusive community; now, therefore be it



Proclaimed, That Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners, does hereby proclaim
September 15th — October 15th, as National Hispanic Hetitage Month and call its observance to all
County residents.

Adopted: September 5, 2023

Moved . Strebs
Seconded Morales

Roll Call Vote: Yes (9): Delecuw, Gisler, Heppler, Mazer, Morales, Rey, Sttebs, Taylor,
Wheeler; No (0): None; Abstains: (0): None; Absent (0): None

Carried.
Taylor, (hairperson
<alamazoo County Board of Commissionets
STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS
COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO )

I, Meredith Place, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of KKalamazoo County, Michigan (the
“County”) do hereby cettify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the proclamation
adopted by the Board of Commissioners at the meeting held on this 5" day of September 2023. Public
notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts
of Michigan of 1976, as amended.

IN WITNESS WHEREFORE, I have hereunto affixed by signature this 7™ Day of Septembet

il flee_

Meredith Place
County Clerk/Register of Deeds

2023.




